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What is Passive Habitability
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Enterprise: Who We Are
Create opportunity for low- and moderate-income 
people through fit, affordable housing in diverse, 

thriving communities.  



How Enterprise Supports Communities

Policy
• CDBG-DR Standing 

Allocation

• National Flood Insurance 
Program

• Local Advocacy

• Code

Solutions
• Technical Assistance

• Developing Guidance 
Tools for Resilient 
Housing

• Piloting Housing 
Innovation models

Capital

• Grants for Recovery

• Grants for 
Resilience

• Loan Capital

• Investment



“People who are already vulnerable, including lower-income and other 
marginalized communities, have lower capacity to prepare for and cope 
with extreme weather and climate-related events and are expected to 

experience greater impacts”
-National Climate Assessment 2019









What is at Stake if we Stand still?





Resilience … to prepare, endure, adapt and thrive 
in a disruptive and changing world.

Enterprise Community Partners



People The extent of personal discomfort, harm, injury, or loss of life. 

Physical Assets Loss or damage to structural and architectural building components, 
MEP and IT equipment, utilities, landscaping, contents.

Operations Disruption to building operations and functionality, occupancy, 
egress/ingress, critical systems, or lab activities.

Revenue Loss of revenue due to business interruption, specifically in relation 
to tenants.

Reputation Negative media attention or impact on industry reputation in the 
aftermath of an impactful shock or stress.

Faces of Resilience





Strategies for Multifamily Housing Resilience





Puerto Rico – The Impacts of Maria
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Cascading Impacts
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Impact of Hurricane Maria 

90% BUILDING DESTROYED 84%  OF EDUCATION FACILITIES 
WERE COMPROMISED.

LEARNING TIME FOR STUDENTS 
WAS DECREASED BY AT 40%



KEEP SAFE
A GUIDE TO 
RESILIENT HOUSING 
DESIGN IN ISLAND 
COMMUNITIES





Building Performance Levels

Collapse Prevention Building sustains damage and retains no margin 
against collapse post-event.

Life Safety Building is damaged but retains a margin of 
safety. 

Immediate Occupancy Building structure retains its strength, building is 
safe and functional to re-occupy.

Continued Operations Very light damage, building is operational 
during and immediately after the event.

Performance Objectives

Operational Performance Levels

L1. Maintain life safety operations

L2. Maintain life safety and other critical operations

L3. Maintain operations of all critical operations

L4. Maintain the entire building operations



29 Strategies

• Safe Site

• Protection

• Passive Habitability

• Energy

•Water 

• Community + Leadership

• Emergency Preparedness

• Putting it Together



Passive 
Habitability

✓ Reduce heat transfer
✓ Increase ventilation
✓ Benefit from natural light
✓ Control moisture and mold
✓ Manage pests











Resilience Building Process

ImplementDiagnose Strategize
Manage, Monitor & 

Improve

Assessment of 

shocks and 

stresses

Develop holistic, 

integrated resilience 

strategy

Train and Educate 
Design and build 

physical and 

operational risk 

reduction measures Constant review, 

learning and 

innovation



Laurie Schoeman
Senior Program Director Resilience and Recovery
lschoeman@enterprisecommunity.org


